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Thank you from the Van Sant Family

oOoBe devoted to one anothe
another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, bu

your spiritual fervor serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, ps
I n affliction, faithful I n
I n need. Practice hospital

Romans 12: H3.

Words cannot express the love and gratitude | feel for the
of Rejoice during this time of loss. | have never felt so cal
in my life. The support shown to my family gives us the st
to carry on and makes the burden lighter.

The above verses remind us of what we are to be like
church. Truly God is rejoicing over the people of Rejoice
the way that they are showing His love for this world. And
end, this iIs what it is al/l

Thank you for all the kind words, the food, the prayers, the
cial and emotional support, the paper plates, the smiles, th
and for just being there to walk this journey with us. My pr:
that through the grief, Rejoice will become even more deter
to be a presence of hope and light in the community thé
rounds us.

Many Blessings,
Linda, Malindi, Savannah and Josh Van Sant
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e hugs
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SCRIP and Kroger Gift Cards

Did you know that the sales of SCRIP and Kroger gift
cards benefit our youth?
SCRIP and Kroger gift cards may be
purchased each Sunday
between services in the Lobby.

KOHLS

expect great things

For a list of all SCRIP Retailers:
www.shopwithscrip.com/shop

HANNAHYE The Rejoice
Huddle Empty Nesters

will meet for dinner &:00 pmon
Please join us each

Thursday at 12:00 pm Friday, January 20th
here at the church for a at The Bavarian Grill

Womenos Bi bl & Stidéfled at 221 West Parker Road

(in the Ruisseau Shopping Center on the
Childcare will be provided. NW corner of US 75 and Parker Rd.)

Find out more at www.bavariangrill.cam

Please contact . .
Please sigup in the hallway.

Minuette Grentz at

minuette@live.com or Contact
214 -564 -3000 Niels Cordes at 26829007 or
for more information. Virginia Labar at 973699191

with questions.
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Briarwood Retreat Center
www.briarwoodretreat.org

(940) 241-2099

The monthly newsletter of Briarwood Retreat Center Email:

January 2012

Merry Christmas to all of
you from the Briarwood
staff. May your holidays
be a blessed time.

2011 ASK Letter

By now you have hopefully

recieved your 2011 ask

letter from Briarwood. If

you are considering ‘
making a donation to us for

2011 it is not too late. We

have already been blessed with almost $3000 in
gifts through this letter and more comes in each
day. As you may know Briarwood relies on your
generous donations for more than 30% of our
operating budget. These funds are vital for
Briarwood to continue its mission. If you have any
questions please feel free to contact the Briarwood
office. Checks need to be dated by 12/31/2011 and
received by 1/5/2012 to be counted for this year. All
donations made to Briarwood can be used as a tax
deductible charitable contribution.

DiscipleLife ’5;?47_ﬁ
Alive Brunch Sl of.

= i_,,/ .fp f/
and Program % 4 :’//IK’/?{/

Not even the cold rain

could dampen the spirit s
surrounding the

Briarwood Brunch on December 4th. More than
200 people attended this event as Bishop Kanouse
led a program to introduce the future of Briarwood.
During this program the new Master site plan was
unveiled to the crowd and a discussion followed
that helped explain the future of Briarwood's role in
DiscipleLife. If you are curious to see what is in
store for Briarwood, you can stop by our website
and take a look at the Master site plan summary for
yourself. Thanks to all who helped make this a very
special day.

bw(@briarwoodretreat.org

Upcoming Events at Briarwood
Seniors Retreat March 23 - 25, 2012

You are invited to join us for the annual Seniors
Retreat at Briarwood. Designed for the retired,
semi-retired, or still working - there is no age limit. If
you want to join us, you are invited to be herel!

Our time this year will include worship, Bible study,
interesting workshops, and opportunities for
horseshoes, card and board games, bird watching
with Stephanie Varnum, plants and landscaping by
Jim Varnum, hiking, and much more. This is a
wonderful time of year to be at Briarwood.

Lenten RetreatMarch 24 - 25, 2012
4th Grade through Middle School

Your child is invited to Briarwood on March 24th
and 25th as we journey with Jesus during the
Lenten season. Together we will explore the
meaning of Lent - from its traditional meanings to
contemporary ways of living Lent.

Our time this year will also include worship and
singing, Bible study and small group discussion,
games, campfire, an arts and crafts project, and all
the enjoyment of a great camping experience. This
is a wonderful time of year to be at Briarwood.
Adult chaperons are free!

Volunteers

Jean is looking for a few good helpers here at the
Briarwood office. It doesn't take a huge time
commitment to make a big difference. If you enjoy
filing, answering the phone, and helping out then
please contact us and come join the team.

We believe that God's purpose for Briarwood is to provide a natural setting where people experience God's love.
Thank you for your partnership in the camping and retreat ministry of the synod.

Page 4



B THE REJOICE REVELER Page 5

Christian Education Adult Education Class

for Pre K-8th grade is on break. Classes will Meets at 9:45 am (between services) every
resume January 8th at 9:45 am. Sunday in the Sanctuary.

The next SPARK unit "The Disciples” Learn about and gain a greater

begins January 8th. understanding of
Workshop packets and sign  -up sheets are scripture in this

avalable in the Hallway. informal setting.

.‘ ' Please see _ i
QS| Charlene Minard Adult Education classes

m < with questions. will not meet on HU

Dec. 25th or Jan. 1st. HRISTI

[EDUCATION]

Happy Holiday from Christian Education

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he s¢
not knowing where he was going. Hebrews 11:9 NRSV

It is not necessarily true to think that a smoosth |
will. We ARE given strength to bear burdens in the course of moving toward the goal God wants us to reach. We are
entering a new year. God is calling us to turn from the past to an unknown future. The new year is an opportunity for a
beginning WITH Godto love and care about the things God cares #tatuthis Church cares about. What an exciting

time lies ahead for us as we walk by faith WITH God toward our future!

2011 highlights and special thanks:
e SPARK enrollment continues to grow. Thanks to the parents who bring their children every week.

e Thanks to the workshop leaders who make learning exciting and make the children want to return each week. Our
next unit, The Disciples, begins Jdrar&d we only have ONE workshop signed up for. The curriculum packets are on the
table and provide ALL the information you need. Thanks for helping our kids.

e Thanks to the leaders and helpers for all your hard work with our newest SPARK group, The Preschoolers. Learnir
about Gododés | ove can be fun at any age.

e Thanks to Bruce G., Minuette G, Kathie O., Mike A. and Mike L. for their tireless efforts with our older youth.
e Thanks to Mike M. for his leadership with Adult Education.
e A reminder that ALL formal Christian Education resumes Jan. 8

e A HUGE THANK YOU for your continued support of Goc
$133.00 so far. This time we will be purchasingtfagtseedlings. Certain citrus varieties, like tangerine trees, ttiméve in
driest conditions and help families stay healthy and free from hunger.

Thanks to all of our kiddos who participated in the
the bells.

We look forward to the New Year with joy and thanksgiving for God is with us! Thanks be to God!

Yours in Christ,

Charlene Minard
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Brothersand Sisters in Christ, helpers" (Gail and Denise) for the Progressive Din-
ner. Thank you taall the ladies (Jan, Diane, Char-
Thank you so much to all those who have partici-  lene, Sandra and Michael's mom) who made dessert

pated in the Rejoice Youth Flamingo Fundraiser so for the Progressive Dinner.
far. We hope to continue with this super fun activ-
ity! All funds raised through the flamingo effort go to
support the youth in going to the National Youth
Gathering in JulyThank you to the Minards, Faw-
leys, Greisers, Ellises, Fosters, Brauns, Fillgroves,
Bruceand all the youth who haparticipated.

| want to give a special "thank you" to Ben and Dan-
ielle Braun, Kathie Odom Fillgrove, Thom Robin-
son, Maija Ellis, Mary Jane Barnes, Cynthia Foster
and Elizabeth Pruden fattending and support-
ingSunday School at Seattle's Best for the Senior
High Youth. Thank you to Mike Adams and Mike
Lawlor for continuing to teach the Junior High Sun-
day School clas3.hank you toDave and Mary Jane =
Barnes, Linda Van Sant, Rachelle and Jerry Pruden,
Elizabeth Pruden, Tom and Maria Blaney (Maria, = Coming up in January, the youth attending NYG will
you are so awesome), Thom and Gail Robinson, beginmeeting for monthly devotional&lso in Janu-
Kristene Hostenske (also totally awesome), Denise ary is the Eagles Wings Open Gym Night Fundraiser
Vick (you make me smile), Susan Bland, Christine on the 13th (thank you to Bret Stout and Candy Fitz-
Nutter, Ben and Danielle Braun, Kathie Odom Fill- gerald).We have two SNlevents in January, and
grove, Wendy Michaelson, Debbie Lambert, there will be two learning events and one fellowship
Bruceand so many others who continually suppsrt event for the continuing Confirmation program here
and the youth group by helping with SNL and specialat Rejoice Please see the new revised Confirmation
activities such as the annual Progressive Dinner Faith Statement deadlines schedule, which is posted
(which was soooooo0 much funfhank you to the on the Youth Board in the west hallway by the nurs-
Blaney family, Nutter family, Hostenske family and ery. These are changes requested by the parents on
Linda Van Sant for being "host houses" for the Pro- the "Huddle Team" fahe Confirmation pro-
gressive DinnerThank you to the drivers (Thom, gram. Thank you to Mark Kinsella, Rick Frohreich,
Dave, Bruce, and Ben and Danielle) and "host houseThom Robinson, Mary Jane and Dave Barnes, Kris-
I tene HostenskéRachelle and Elizabeth Pruden,
Linda Van Sant, Denise Viekd Bruce for being
part of the ConfirmatioRarent Huddle Team (or
CAT).

This has been a month of both great sadness and
great encouragemend/e will forever miss Pastor
John, but we are grateful for the message of grace
throughfaith alone in Jesus Christ alone that he
taught us (brought to us via PJ from our favorite theo-
logian, Martin Luther) We will never forget

that. What an awesome and beautiful messageat

is probably my favorite part of Lutheran theoldgy.
can't hear it enoughivhat a blessing!
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Thank you to Mike and Charlene Minartou both
do so much!lf you are available to help with the

Pechacek and Tania Kurth for babysitting Lexi so
Bruce and | can focus on the youth group while at

SPARK program on Sunday mornings this next year,church on Sundays and during the weBkank you
please sign up in the Narthex hallway or see Char- tothe Hannah's Huddle group (Sandra, Kristene,
lene. Thank you to Charlene for bringing us such an Tanya and Meghan) for being a source of continual

awesome children's program!

\M/"\?’)ﬂ/ Mg
I'd like to thank Jen Landau for working with the

encouragement, prayand love.Thank you to all
who attended the Youth Prayer Team last Sun-
day(Maija and Ali, Kathy and Lester, Sandra and
Bruce).

Thank you so much for the kindness, encourage-
ment, supporand overwhelming generosity of the
people here at Rejoicé hope my husband doesn't
mind me sharing this, but we have both been moved
to tears by what this congregation has done for

us. Because of your kindness, Bruce is able to con-
tinue in the Affiliation and Candidacy process with
the ELCA. We had become discouraged and disap-
pointed because we thought that it was out of reach,
but you all have made it possible&eannot thank you
enough for supporting Bruce the way that you all
have. Tears are streaming down my face as | write

teens to prepare for Youth Sunday and the Christmashis. You are all such wonderful peopM/ords can-

Eve Prelude Recitallhe next Youth Sundag com-
ing up on January 29tfAhank you also to Linda
Kappel for the administrative support.

Thank you so, so very much to Sandra GRssy
Clark, Tom Blaney and BruceYour leadership dur-

not adequately express the depths of our gratitude
and appreciatiofor you all. You are all such a bless-
ing! Praise God!

With love, appreciatioand admiration,
Minuette Grentz

ing this time of loss has been so solid and affirnhing. Co-Interim Youth Ministry Director

greatly esteem you althank you so much for your
time, example, wisdom and low&lso thank you to

Sandra Gass, Candy Fitzgerald, Jan Fischer, Peggy
Snyder, Kristene Hostenske, Diane Stewart, Gloria

L Qa ;/
W?’

‘%
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in the NT-NL Mission Areq

'd January 2012
N eWS B Y[le-ﬁ wg celebrating our Ministry together

Congregational Newsletter Insert. More information available at www.ntnl or

Looking Toward the Future

Briarwood’s Exciting Master Plan

Gifts to DiscipleLife Alive! have enabled Briarwood Retreat Center to undertake
a full review of its site and facilities, resulting in the development of a new
Master Plan for the future of the campus. The Master Plan envisions that (1) an
attractive new entrance will be built that provides a sense of arrival and welcome The Shalom Center at Briarwood

for campers and retreaters, (2) distinct areas of the grounds will be zoned for ministry with children, youth and
adults, (3) parking will be added and all vehicular traffic will be moved to the periphery -- with a new pond placed
central to the grounds, (4) the DiscipleLife Center for Mission will be built to accommodate up to 160 participants
in a facility that is technologically "state of the art", (5) a new lodge will be constructed that can hold up to 60
participants in single and double rooms, (6) Trails End cabins will be removed and two new 16 bed cabins
provided, (7) a new High School area will be developed with a meeting space and two cabins (to be used for local
schools’ nature study during the week), and (8) space will be provided for the Briarwood and NT-NL Mission
staff. Briarwood’s Master Plan will help them grow and strengthen over the next decade as a partner with the NT-
NL Mission Area in Leadership Formation for Mission.

We Want your Videos
ﬂf:ﬂf’b How does your congregation engage in mission both locally and globally? Tell your story in pictures
W‘ by developing a 30-40 second video of your members in action. The videos will be used at the 2012
Lot }‘{f‘ Mission %\ssembly and pos.ted on !:he Assembly Fac.:ebook page. Our assembly has a Global Mission
theme this year, presented in special speakers, music and workshops. Go to NTNL.org — Assembly.
From Merger to Merger: A History of the ALC’s Southern District, 1961-87
A history of the Southern District is now available, authored by a number of folks active in the former judicatory.
History, essays and a 40-page photo gallery are all included. A limited number of books will be printed. Learn
how to reserve yours at the Bulletin Board on NTNL.org.

FYI (Go to www.NTNL.org) January Emphasis: Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is observed January 18-25
+* Voting Members at the coming Mission Assembly (April 27-29) will elect a bishop to serve in the NT-NL Mission Area
for a six year term. The Committee on the Bishop Election encourages you to be in prayer about the election and
nominees. Information about the process is found at NTNL.org — Assembly.
+» Position Opening at Briarwood: the Board of Directors of Briarwood Retreat Center has opened its search for a new
Executive Director. To see the position description, go to BriarwoodRetreat.org.
+* New Visions: Leadership for Mission, March 5-6 at Briarwood, is offered by Healthy Congregations and taught by Pr.
Jon Lee and Pr. Paul Blom. The event will help congregational leaders increase mission awareness, improve
congregational vitality, grow leadership skills and manage change in healthy ways. Learn more at NTNL.org.
++* The ALOA Senior Fest (Adult Lutherans Organized for Action) is Saturday, Feb. 18, at King of Glory, Dallas,
featuring The Rev. Walt Waiser on the topic of Prayer. Learn more at NTNL.org.
+#* NT-NL Lutheran Men in Mission sponsors a gathering for all men on Jan. 20-21 at Briarwood. The keynote presenter
is Richard Ray, Anchor 4 News, speaking on Living DiscipleLife. Info contact Davis Tubre (hdtubre(@gmail com).
++ The Apprentice Conference at King of Glory, Dallas, Jan. 27-28, features James Bryan Smith, C.J. Fox and Matt
Johnson talking about the exciting adventure of being continually transformed into the likeness of .
Jesus. Learn more at KingOfGlory.com. E E
+* What Shall I Say? The annual continuing education conference for all ELCA rostered leaders in "
TX and LA is Jan. 23-25 in Waco. Four presenters will preach and reflect on the preaching task.

The Northern Texas — Northern Louisiana Mission Area: DiscipleLife: Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus
To receive News Briefing electronically, sign up at www _ntnl.org or call 214 637 6865
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Youth ~  Youth Sunday =
Gathering - School -
for - -
Jr./Sr. High g Meets at 9:45 am at the %
E church each Sunday, S
©  then caravans to -
© Seattl ebs Best
= inside Kroger at =
g Eldorado & Custer. %
5- 7 pm in the Youth Room g %
Meets on the 2nd/4th Sunday of eag¢h monthigh school Youth N
N| N|
January 8th and January 22nd : are Welcome! :
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE S
[ ~ NN~y

Kat i e 0 anedisabdthee s

ME NS Bl B LUYE| 3% Tudddby of each month at
VP ores 6:30 pm- 8:30 pm in the

Bil)le S tll d)] Wesellw'ip‘;Room.

Menos BI bI e St @dy

the 2nd and 4th Sunday of

the month at 7:00 am in the
Fellowship Room.

Come join us for fellowship and

spiritual growth. Ev e 0 s neetsoo thee

Menos Bible study |wis¢Fidaygfeachmonthat
January 8th and 22nd 11:00 am 1:00 pm in the
at 7:00 am. West Fellowship Room.
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If you have a request for
Prayers of the People

(spoken during our Services)

please submit the request to
Sandra Gass at

gass@att.net

[ o . o =
@uwuw;wuwuwuuﬂ

(
(
0
(
0
(
‘E‘ or a confidential prayer request,
N
(
N
(

2012 Flower CAFE
Chart Now Please join us for a
Aaijlable CAFE

The new Flower Chart is nc (Congregational AltFellowship Event)
available on the sigrup table in at 9:45 am

the Hallway on January 29th.

Flowers will There is a sigrup sheet in the

Hallway to help provide food.

altar for you.

Your name anc
event/loved one
will be placed |

the Trumpet
Notes.
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December Message

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

| wanted to touch base on a few things going on in the life of Rejoice Lutheran Church.

First off | want to thank everyone who was involved and stepped up tremendously in making the
service and reception for Pastor John a true celebration of his life. From the numerous members
who shared their talents during the service, to the out pour of love, fellowship, and assistance
before, during, and after the reception. | can't tell you how many people told me how impressed
they were and what caring they felt from our congregation. You truly showed the best qualities of
our Rejoice family, and | thank everyone.

Next | want clarify a question that has been coming up lately. Rejoice is accepting memorials given
in memory of Pastor John. If you would like to give a memorial to the family college fund, please
indicate "Memorial - Family" on the memo line of your check or on the envelope. If you would like to
give a memorial to Rejoice, please indicate "Memorial - Church" in the same manner. The Financial
Secretary will note the designated memorial, note who gave to the memorial (for thank you pur-
poses), and then the Treasurer will provide the funds from the family memorial to the family.

Finally | wanted to provide an update concerning the future pastoral care of our congrega-

tion. Currently as many of you are aware, Judy Clark, Sandra Gass, and Bruce Grentz have been
sharing their gifts and ministry expertise by leading our worship services these past few

weeks. They have offered and council has accepted these gifts to lead us through the January 1,
2012 service.

This past Sunday, December 4, the Church Council met with Pastor Jane Mar who is the Bishop
Assistant for Mobility and Congregational Care for our NTNL Mission Area (Synod). Together we
discussed what we felt Rejoice was looking for in an Interim Pastor. Pastor Jane was going to
inquire about the availability of possible candidates and get back with us. We are looking at having
an Interim in place by January 8, 2012.

We also initially discussed what is involved in the call process and when it would be appropriate to
start the time line for that process. There are a number of call process documents available to
download off of the NTNL website: http://www.ntnl.org/index.php/downloads/call-process .

We will start that process in due time, but wanted to make the congregation aware this information
is available to help answer questions. We will be focusing on filling the Interim position first and
giving some time for that individual to get acclimated with Rejoice.

If anyone has any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me or any council mem-
ber. We will do our best to make sure everyone is aware of Rejoice's progress moving forward.

Yours in Christ,
Tom Blaney
tom.blaney@att.net
214-498-1572 c
972-347-6369 h



http://www.ntnl.org/index.php/downloads/call-process
mailto:tom.blaney@att.net

B THE REJOICE REVELER Page 12

Stephen Ministry Training

Stephen Ministers are equipped to provide confidentialtooae
Christian care to individuals in our congregation and community
are experiencing difficulties in their lives.

This caregiver has received 50 hours of training to provide emoti
and spiritual support, and is a friend who listens, prays,
supports and encourages.

If you might be interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, there
be a combined training this winter at Trinity Presbyterian in wes
McKinney. We have a full schedule of the topics as they will be

presented as well as time and dates. If interested or if wanting

Do you have a friend, neighbor, coworker, or relative going through &
difficult time? A Stephen Minister may be able to offer the
support he or she needs.

Talk to Jan Fischer or Bruce Grentz so that a Stephen Minister
share their love with you or another hurting person.

We are ready to care for you.
Lﬁ
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REJOICE LUTHERAN R8H STAFF

Pastor
John Van Sant

Interim Youth Ministry Directors:

Parish Lay Ministers

Judy Clark, Sandra Gass

Communications Coordinator:

Minuette & Bruce Grentz Linda Kappel

Music MinisterCelebration Service: Webmaster:

Jennifer Landau

Bret Stout

Music Minister- Traditional Service:

Julie Wright
CONGREGATION COUNCIL
President Treasurer At Large
Tom Blaney Ivan Langford Mike Adams Mori Lou Higa

Vice President
Karyn Hixson

Lester Fillgrove Mike Minard
Dave Grieser Lisa Marquis
Secretary Alissa Ellis (youth-krge rep)

Sandra Gass

MINISTRY TEAM LEABER

Altar Care:
Diane Steward

Education
Charlene Minard

Fellowship
Judy Clark

Financial Secretary:
Mark Kinsella

Music and Worship
Julie Wright

Outreach
Kristene Hostenske

Prayer Ministry:
Sandra Gass

Stephen Ministry
Jan Fischer

T.L.C. (Tender Loving Care):
Megan Weiss

Worship Superintendent:
Candy Fitzgerald

Growing Faith
Together

"A sower went out to sow his seed;

and as he sowed

some fell into good
soil, and when it grew, it produced
a hundredfold.” Luke 8:5, 8




_THE REJOICE REVELER

January 2012

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Service at Confirmation

11:00 am Class

ONLY
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Mends Bi Confirmation Open Gym

Study Class Fundraiser for
Christian Ed. Youth

resumes
Youth Group
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
NYG Devotional Kat i e 6s | Confirmation Evebds Ci

Class

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Menods Bi Confirmation

Study Team Huddle
Youth Group
29 30 31
Café




